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Architectural Collaborative LLC
1328 Prince Avenue, Second Floor
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706.355.3010
November 22, 2019

Ms. Tangela Monroe, CAE
Associate Director
AIA Georgia and Architecture Foundation of Georgia
50 Hurt Plaza SE, Suite 109
Atlanta, Georgia 30303
November 22, 2019
RE: Final Program Report - Foundations in Design Development Program, Athens, GA
Dear Ms. Monroe,
I am pleased to send you this final report on our Foundations in Design Development after school program which we offered at
Hilsman Middle School in Athens over the course of this past year. Ms. Erin Seymour, the Family and Consumer Science teacher
at Hilsman, served as our school faculty sponsor, with the program hosted in her classroom during Spring and Fall semesters.
Ms. Seymour helped us recruit students and complete all of the paperwork associated with the program. Dr. Angela Pope,
Director of the 21st Century Program for CCSD, also assisted us with arrangements for all of our program-related field trips.
During the Spring term, we had 17 seventh-grade students sign up to participate in the program, with a core group of 8 who
attended on a week-to-week basis. For the Fall semester session, we opened up the program to all three grades (6th through
8th) and had 21 students actively participate in the program on a week-to-week basis.
Throughout the spring semester, each guest presenter gave a brief presentation related to the field of design and led an
interactive, hands-on activity with the students. These included drawing floor plans, working with color, turning 2-D prints
into 3-D shapes, building structures and learning about design for strength and support, drawing master plans for gardens,
and building 3-D landscape models with styrofoam. During the fall program, we began the term with field trips to two active
construction sites, one institutional and one residential, where students received tours and talked with the respective project
architects about each project. We also involved graduate students from the University of Georgia College of Environment and
Design Landscape Architecture program along with professional landscape architects from three local firms, UGA extension
agents, and other design professionals as we led a charrette to develop design alternatives for the Hilsman Middle School
agricultural gardens. In August, Hilsman moved into a newly-completed campus and we had a blank canvas with which to
work. The Fall program concluded with a presentation of the students’ work to a group of design professionals, parents, and
school administrators.
In addition to photographs of the Fall program activities (we have not repeated images included in the mid-program report), I
have also included two e-mails I received following the final student presentations which demonstrate our accomplishments.
In total, we spent $1,689.48 of our total program budget of $1,885.08. These program expenses do not include over 100
color printed pages, including 13x19 printouts of site plans and other design studies, made in-house at the Arcollab studio, and
program announcements printed by Ms. Seymour. As matching contribution to the AIA award our program received, the 21st
Century Community Learning Center Program of the Clarke County School District (CCSD) generously offered to cover Ms.
Seymour’s stipend of $30/hour. With 2-2.5 hours/session, this resulted in a significant multiplication of your investment in our
program, approximately $2,000 total over the course of the year. As the Program Director, I contributed 88.5 total hours to the
program during the year which were paid by Arcollab, an additional matching contribution of $2,655 to the program. We will
use the remaining $195.60 to announce and promote the 2020 Foundations in Design Program and purchase initial supplies for
that program. We plan to offer the Program at Clarke Middle School in Athens in 2020. A detailed budget report is available
upon request.
Your support of the Foundations in Design Program in Athens is greatly appreciated!
Sincerely,

Quint Newcomer, PhD
Director, Sustainability and Business Administration
quint@arcollab.net
cc: Wesley Mellina, Athens Community Career Academy
Dr. Angela Pope, 21st Century Community Learning Center Program
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Program Activity:

Field Trips
Activity Description:
We kicked off the fall program with field trips to
two active construction sites: the new campus
of Hilsman Middle School and a residential
construction site.
The students visited Hilsman’s new campus prior
to the school moving in to their new facilities.
CCSD SPLOST Project Manager, Troy Bassett,
led the students on a “behind-the-scenes” tour of
the building, discussing aspects such as structural
engineering, lighting, and materials and furniture,
and we toured the space where the agricultural
gardens will eventually be located.
The following week, the students were led by
Arcollab principals, Lori Bork Newcomer and
Joe Smith, on a tour of an historic residence in the
Cobham neighborhood in Athens which was in
the process of renovation. The students learned
about aspects of the rehabilitation of old houses,
including restoration of the old counter-balanced
double-hung windows, repair of exterior
cladding, and many of the surprises encountered
when working on historic building preservation.
They learned about many details of construction,
including drywall, insulation, plumbing, and
electrical systems as they could see these
elements in-process.
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Program Activity:

Field Trips
Activity Description:
Mid-way through the design charrette, we decided
to take the students to another middle school in the
District so that they could get a better understanding
of spatial layout and spatial requirements for
various elements they were considering for their
designs. We were given a tour of the Clarke Middle
School gardens by the AmeriCorps VISTA member
who oversees management of these agricultural
gardens. This experience proved extremely helpful in
advancing our students’ final designs.
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Program Activity:

Design Charrette
Activity Description:
Putting the concepts learned during the spring term to
practice in a design charrette format, students were
challenged to create design alternatives for the new
agricultural gardens at their school.
We divided the 21 students into four groups. Each
student was given a 13x19 scaled site plan prepared
by Breedlove Land Planning, the civil engineering and
landscape architecture firm that worked on the design and
construction of the new Hilsman campus. Students were
also given print-outs of excerpts from a UGA master’s
student thesis on the design of the Hilsman gardens which
provided an example for them to reference.
The students were tasked with coming up with a list of
elements they wanted to include in their garden design.
They then had to study the size requirements for each
element. We field measured the space where the gardens
would be installed and students documented this on the
site maps they were given. They learned about drawing
to scale, using engineering scales to measure the base
map and figuring out how to translate this scale to grid
paper they could use for drafting. They also lerned
about the process of moving through each process
of design, from initial schematic layout through more
detailed documentation of specific-sized elements of their
garden designs. Throughout the term, graduate students
and faculty from the UGA College of Environment and
Design’s Landscape Architecture and Planning programs,
landscape architects and civil engineers from two local
firms—Breedlove and WLA Studio, interior designer Mary
Nolte, Charlie Evans—the AmeriCorps VISTA at Hilsman,
and the architects and interior designer from the Arcollab
studio supported each group through the various phases of
the charrette process. A representative of UGA Extension,
Suki Janssen, who works with composting and solid waste,
also gave a presentation about composting, and Ms. Evans
presented about rainwater collection systems.
Each group prepared final presentation boards and
presentation notes to describe their designs. The groups
presented their final designs to a group of design
professionals, parents, school administrators, and their
peers.
Following the students’ final presentations, we received
several e-mails from parents and others who attended,
expressing gratitude for our program. Two examples of
these e-mails have been included to demonstrate the
positive feedback we received.
Our final program session on December 11th will involve
digital documentation of all of their work and a final
program evaluation.
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Program Activity:

Design Charrette Final Presentation

At the conclusion of their final presentations in front of
the full audience, each student was given a certificate of
participation. Ms. Seymour and I both signed all of their
individual certificates prior to presentation.

It is hereby certified that

ALEJANDRA CERRON-PALOMINO
participated in the

FOUNDATIONS IN DESIGN PROGRAM
This program was sponsored by the Architecture Foundation of Georgia and AIA Georgia
and offered by Architectural Collaborative in collaboration with
the CCSD 21st Century Community Learning Center and the Athens Community Career Academy.
The program took place at Hilsman Middle School in Athens, Georgia
during the Spring and Fall semesters of 2019.

Quint Newcomer, PhD
Director, Sustainability and Business Administration
Architectural Collaborative, LLC

Erin Seymour
Faculty Sponsor
Hilsman Middle School
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Program Activity:

E-mail Feedback from Community
The following e-mail messages were received following the students’ final presentations:
From: Philip Warwick Prichard <warwickp@uga.edu>
Sent: Wednesday, November 20, 2019 9:16 PM
To: Quint Newcomer <quint@arcollab.net>; Seymour, Erin (seymoure@clarke.k12.ga.us) <seymoure@clarke.
k12.ga.us>
Subject: Great Job with Foundations in Design
Quint and Erin,
Quint, I was telling Erin this at the end of today’s review that I was so impressed by the work you, Erin, and the
students put in this semester and last spring! Fantastic job all around!! I bragged about y’all to Andie when I got
home and told her we can learn a few things from Foundations in Design.
It really was such a pleasure to see and hear what the students accomplished. From bringing in guest speakers
and taking field trips to organizing so many projects related to design, the follow through on the part of
Foundations in Design really made me happy and, on top of that, thankful that these students got to be part of
such an experience.
We are fortunate to have both of you in this community!
Have a good night.
Wick Prichard
Grow It Know It Coordinator
Office of Service-Learning
University of Georgia
1242 1/2 S. Lumpkin St.
Athens, GA 30602
cell: 707-623-7459
warwickp@uga.edu
********************************************************************************
From: Susan Huff <susanehuff@charter.net>
Sent: Wednesday, November 20, 2019 7:03 PM
To: quint@arcollab.net; seymoure@clarke.k12.ga.us
Subject: Foundations in Design
Thank you both for your work with our students at Hilsman. My daughter, Rachel, enjoyed the course. She has
always loved architecture and design. When she was a little girl she told me that she wanted to be an architect
and win the Nobel Peace prize for rebuilding cities that have been destroyed by war. Now she has a more
modest goal of being a play ground designer. She wants to study architecture and landscape architecture in
college. It was great for the kids to get a glimpse of the work that professionals do. What a unique opportunity.
Thanks for sharing your knowledge with them. I’d love to have access to the slides you prepared and to the
photos of the class.
With regard,
Susan Huff
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